A Visit to the Chinese-American Museum
	The Chinese-American Museum has many exhibits which demonstrate numerous aspects of the Chinese-Americans’ cultural and social anthropology. The museum is situated at the El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical Monument in Downtown Los Angeles. The museum serves as a perfect location where individuals can open themselves to new cultures as well as ideas. As one enters the museum, there is an exhibit portraying the new American traditions regarding the Chinese-American community. Moreover, the mission of the museum is clearly visible on an exhibit named Acerca Del Museo implying that the museum aims at fostering an increased understanding and appreciation of the cultural legacy as well as the progressive contributions of the Chinese-Americans. The visit to the museum was getting increasingly enjoyable as I was getting to view more exhibits which were mostly hung on the inside walls. Being my first visit to the museum, I was anxious to learn more information regarding the Chinese-American society. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Additionally, I was able to learn that the museum is found inside the Garnier Building which constituted the first settlement of the Chinese community during the early 1850s. I later came to understand that the original Chinatown was also found in El Pueblo where the museum is situated. I was able to establish that the Chinese-American community mainly started between 1850 to1900 when more than one hundred thousand Chinese citizens arrived in America. Most of their income-generating activities encompassed mining of gold, farming, starting businesses, and building railroads. I also learnt that the Chinese-Americans faced restrictions regarding their work, civil rights, and residential areas. Such restrictions mainly emanated from issues such as discrimination, economic depression, and unemployment. I also found out that the ancient Chinese-American community was predominantly composed of a male population due to the laws that restricted the entry of women from the Chinese community. The implication is that the Chinese-American society was even referred to as the bachelor society due to the absence of Chinese women. 
	I was able to gather more and more details regarding the Chinese-Americans as I walked through different sections of the museum. As I viewed different exhibits, I came to establish that the ancient Chinese people faced exclusion laws, especially the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which barred the immigration of most of the Chinese individuals. The community members had to struggle a lot in mitigating such restrictions which were further curbed by World War II. There were so many fascinating exhibits in the museum; especially an exhibit entitled developing diversity, which demonstrated the removal of the race-based quotas allowing the entry of more Chinese immigration into the US. Moreover, I learnt that the Chinese-Americans survived the discriminatory laws during the 19th C through the formation of organizations as well as family associations. To my surprise, one of the exhibits indicated that the building hosting the Chinese-American Museum was initially designed and meant for many schools, organizations, temples, residents, and businesses. In conclusion, the overall experience during my visit to the Chinese-American was educative and fascinating at the same time.            

